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SAIGON CS49 AND PREVIOUS- 




1. SINCE WE LAST INFORMED YOU ABOUT PRIVATE EXCHANGES WITH 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE THERE HAS BEEN SOME JOCKEYING BACK AND 
FORTH ON A POSSIBLE SECRET MEETING ON APRIL 24, 1972 BUT NOTHING 
HAS BEEN FIXED. NEVERTHELESS, WE WANT TO BRING YOU AND THIEU UP 
TO DATE IN VIEW OF ENEMY’S CURRENT OFFENSIVE AND POSSIBLILITY 
THEY NIGHT SURFACE THESE MESSAGES FOR PROPAGANDA REASONS. FOLL- 
OWING IS THE ESSENCE OF THESE EXCHANGES. YOU SHOULD IMMED- 
IATELY INFORM THIEU OF THEM, EMPHASIZING AS ALWAYS THEIP CONFID- 
ENTIALITY. 

2. YOU WILL PECALL THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARBITRARILY POSTPONED 
THE MARCH 20 MEETING WITH MICHAEL AND YUL TO APRIL 15. ON 

MARCH 13 WE REJECTED THEIR PRETEXTS FOR POSTPONEMENT AND SAID THAT 
APRIL 24 WAS ONLY DATE I COULD GO SECRETLY TO PARIS BECAUSE OF 
PRESIDENTIAL TRAVELS AND OTHER DEMANDS. WE WARNED THAT THEIP 
POSTPONEMENT TACTICS JEOPARDIZED THE CHANNEL AND THAT THE PURPOSE 
OF T^E^E MEETINGS REQUIRED THAT NEITHER SIDE EXERT PRESSURE 


THROUGH MILITARY ESCALATION. 
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3. ON MAPCK 27 A NORTH VIETNAMESE MESSAGE LECTURED US ON A 
VAPIETY OF SINS INCLUDING DIVULGING PRIVATE MEETINGS, AERIAL 
ATTACKS, AND SUSPENSION OF THE PARIS CONFERENCE PUBLIC TALKS. 
THEY THEN SAID THAT IF VE RESUMED THE PUBLIC TALKS THEY WOULD 
MEET ON APRIL 2 4 AT f 1:00. 

4. ON APRIL 1 WE SENT A MESSAGE, DELIVERED ON APRIL 2, 

WHICH COMPLETELY REJECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE ALLEGATIONS, IN- 
CLUDING THE REASON F.OR THE SUSPENSION OF THE PARIS CON- 
FERENCE. VE SAID THAT .NEVERTHELESS AMBASSADOR PORTER WOULD 

PROPOSE A PLENARY SESSION ON APRIL 13 AND ON THIS BASIS VE 

* 

AGREED TO A SECRET MEETING ON APRIL 24 AT 10:00 A.M. WE 
POINTED OUT THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE WAS INCON- 
SISTENT WITH THE PURPOSE OF THESE MEETINGS; WE HAD BEEN SHOWING 
GREAT RESTRAINT IN ORDER TO GIVE NEGOTIATIONS A CHANCE; VE 
COULD NOT REMAIN INDIFFERENT IF THE STEP-UP OF MILITARY OPER- 
ATIONS CONTINUED; AND THAT SUCH ATTACKS WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE 
HOLDING OF THE MEETING. WE ASKED FOR A PROMPT RESPONSE TO 
OUR MESSAGE. /COMMENT T ! BY THIS TIME THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
ESCALATION WAS, OF COURSE, CLEAR AND OUR MAIN PURPOSE- WAS 


TO WPITE AM IMPECCABLE RECOPD OF REASONABLENESS. 
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5. ON APPIL 4 WE SENT ANOTHER MESSAGE BUT THE OTHER SIDE 
POSTPONED RECEIVING IT UNTIL APPIL 6, UNDOUBTEDLY TO GIVE 
THEMSELVES TIME TO WRITE ANOTHER ONE OF THEIR OWN. WE NOTED 
THAT DESPITE CUR PREVIOUS MESSAGE THEY HAD GRAVELY ES- 
CALATED MILITARY ACTIVITY AND FLAGRANTLY VIOLATED THE GENEVA 
ACCORDS AND 19SS UNDERSTANDINGS AND THEREFORE PORTER WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT PROPOSE AN APRIL 13 PLENARY SESSION. WE 
ADDED THAT A DECISION ABOUT AN APPIL 2? PLENARY SESSION WOULD 
I OUOTE^DEPEND ON THE C I PCllM STANCES EXISTING AT THAT TIME UN- 
QUOTE. WE DELIBERATELY AVOIDED MENTIONING THE SECRET MEETING. 
THEIR APRIL 6 MESSAGE, REPLYING TO OUR APRIL 2 MESSAGE , SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD ATTEND THE APRIL 13 PUBLIC SESSION AND 


SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS TO EE HELD EACH THURSDAY AND WOULD 
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ATTEND THE APRIL 24 SECRET MEETING. THEY WARNED THAT THE 

\ 

PRIVATE MEETING COULD PE AFFECTED IF WE CONTINUED OUR AIR 
ATTACKS AND INTERRUPTION OF THE WORK OF THE PARIS 
CONFERENCE . 

6. WE DO NOT REPEAT NOT CONSIDER THE APRIL 24 MEETING 
AS FIXED SINCE WE HAVE NOW REFUSED TO MEET THEIR PRECON- 
DITION OF RESUMING THE PARIS CONFERENCE. WE CONSIDEP THE NEXT 
MOVE TO EE UP TO THE OTHER SIDE. IN ANY EVENT WE PLAN NO 


<\ 




FURTHER PROPOSALS AT THIS TIME. 
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7. APE SENDING IN A DCUPLE SEALED ENVELOPE WITH 
GENERAL VOGT, WHO ARRIVES SAIGON APRIL THE FLLL T.-XT.-,0 J 
ALL EXCHANGES WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SINCE THE PRESIDENT’S 


JANUARY 25 SPEECH. 

8. WE WILL KEEP YOU FULLY INFORMED . 

9. WARM REGARDS. 
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